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Wet Plate Camera of the Saga Domain
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Norihide Takahashi: Department of Photography, College of Art, Nihon University

- Abstract: Daguerreotype, the first process of photography, was introduced to Japan in 1848 and the
wet collodion process followed it in the mid-1850s. The earliest period of Japanese photography was
in chemical experiments as Dutch study. Several domains, such as the Satsuma and the Fukuoka,
those were keen on western science and technology performed experiments of photography. Little is
known on photography in the Saga Domain that was the most advanced country in military
technology. This year, the author participated the joint survey of the Saga Domain materials and
investigated three wet collodion process cameras. A camera with wooden barrel lens is the most
important. It is probably one of the earliest Japanese made cameras and presumably used for
photographic experiment in Seirenkata, a physics and chemistry research facility of the Saga
Domain. By the X-ray examination, it is thought the lens imitated the Petzval type that was
designed and introduced in early-1840s.
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